
CATEGORY 11 – Mandatory Recycling Program Section

1 – Program Established

There shall hereby be established a program for the mandatory separation of certain recyclable and 

compostable materials from trash by the residents of the Town of Seekonk (hereinafter referred to as Town) 

and the curbside collection of these recyclables and compostable materials. The collection of trash, 

recyclables and composting materials shall be made on a scheduled basis under the supervision of the Public 

Works Department, as authorized by the Board of Selectmen. Decisions relating to the transportation, sale or

disposal of trash, recyclable and compostable materials collected by the Town shall be determined by the 

Recycling Coordinator, based on contractual arrangements authorized by the Board of Selectman. 

Under the guidelines of Massachusetts General Law c.44, §28C and related legal decisions, the following 

system of fees and exemptions is established to cover all costs of operating the Town’s integrated municipal 

solid waste programs: 

A.    An annual trash fee shall be assessed on every residential dwelling unit in the Town and paid by 

the   property owner. The fee will be assessed at a rate method that the Board of Selectman deems 

appropriate to cover all costs (excluding tipping fees) of operating the trash, recycling, and 

composting programs instituted now or in the future by the Town, to clean up or prevent pollution 

caused by existing active or inactive landfills or other solid waste disposal facilities, including the 

operation of said facilities, to provide solid waste disposal facilities, including but not limited to the 

principal of, premium; if any, and interest on debt of the Town of Seekonk issued pursuant to M.G.L 

c.44, §7 or 8. The Town shall make the system self-sufficient with a capital account for amortized 

purchasing of equipment. The annual trash fee will be determined and implemented by the Board of 

Selectmen no later than April 1st of each calendar year. 

B.   Additionally residents must purchase and place all non-recyclable and non-compostable 

trash/garbage in Town-designated trash bags for collection and disposal. Trash bags must be 

properly tied and shall not exceed weight limits designated for each bag size. Funds generated from 

the sale of designated bags will pay for tipping fees.

C.   Any commercial and industrial zoned properties or properties located in a mixed-use zone where 

a business is being operated, will not be eligible to participate in the Town sponsored pay as you 

throw trash program and must dispose of all solid waste generated from that location. Businesses 

shall be exempt from paying the annual trash fee and are not required to use designated trash bags. 

D.   The owner of residential property may be exempted from participating in the mandatory 

program (including payment of a portion of the annual trash fee and purchase of designated bags) by

contracting with a licensed solid waste hauling company for the removal and disposal of trash. Any 

property owner seeking this exemption must annually provide the Board of Health with an 

acceptable signed contract from a properly licensed and permitted hauler. 

E.   Other exemptions for the payment of the annual trash fee may be approved by the Town 

Administrator, according to the appropriate administrative policy on file in the Board of Selectman’s 

office. 

F.   Unpaid trash fees will become a lien on a homeowner’s property tax account. Failure to make 

payment in any year, unless an exemption is granted, shall result in an interest penalty and demand 

charge assessed as authorized by state statute.

 Fees

All associated costs (Annual Trash fee and Town-designated Trash Bag prices) will be annually reviewed by 

the Board of Selectman., based on the recommendations of the Superintendent of Public works, Director of 

Finance, and Town Administrator. Any revenue received from the sale of recyclables shall be used to offset 

associated costs of the program.
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