
Seekonk, Massachusetts 

Open Space and Recreation Plan | 2024

P U B L I C   E N G A G E M E N T 
January 24, 2024

PRESENTERS
Town of Seekonk
Adeline Bellesheim
Conservation Agent

Town of Seekonk
John Aubin
Town Planner

Weston & Sampson  
Brandon Kunkel
Practice Leader

Weston & Sampson
Amanda Gaal
Project Manager



P R E S E N T A T I O N   O U T L I N E

• P r o j e c t  S c h e d u l e

• S u m m a r y  o f  P r o p e r t y  Ty p e s

• S i t e  V i s i t s

• M a p p i n g  U p d a t e s

• P r e l i m i n a r y  N e e d s  A n a l y s i s

• G o a l s  &  O b j e c t i v e s

• A c t i o n  I t e m s

• R e c e n t  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s

• N e x t  S t e p s

• Q & A



P R O J E C T   S C H E D U L E 

J A NUARY 2 4 ,  2 024
P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e n t

J A NUARY /  F EB RUARY 2 024
A D A  A s s e s s me n t  &  P u b l i c  S u r v e y

F EB RUARY  2 1 ,  2 024
P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e n t  

MA RCH 2 024
R e f i n e m e n t  o f  O S R P  a n d  
R e s p o n s e  t o  C o m m e n t s

L AT E  MA R CH
F i n a l  P u b l i c  

E n g a g e m e n t / B o a r d  o f  
S e l e c t m e n  

EN D  O F  MA R CH 2 0 24
F i n a l  U p d a t e d  R e p o r t



S U M M A R Y   O F   P R O P E R T Y   T Y P E S 

1)  TOWN OWNED LAND

R E C R E A T I O N

To w n  H a l l  
P l a y g r o u n d

C O N S E R V AT I O N

S e e k o n k  H i g h  
S c h o o l

B u r r ’ s  P o n d

2) PRIVATELY OWNED LAND

G a m m i n o  P o n d

P a w t u c k e t  
C o u n t r y  C l u b

S w i m  a n d  
Te n n i s  C l u b

L e d g e m o n t  
C o u n t r y  C l u b

T h e  W h e e l e r  
S c h o o l



S U M M A R Y   O F   P R O P E R T Y   T Y P E S 

R H O D E  I S L A N D  A U D U B O N

S E E K O N K  L A N D  C O N S E R V A T I O N  T R U S T

C a r a t u n k  
W i l d l i f e  
R e f u g e

M a r t i n  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

3) NONPROFIT

C a r a t u n k  
W i l d l i f e  
R e f u g e

C u s h i n g  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  
A r e a



S U M M A R Y   O F   P R O P E R T Y   T Y P E S 

T O W N  O W N E D  L A N D

RECREATION CONSERVATION

Seekonk Meadows/Library Burr’s Pond Conservation Area

Seekonk Veterans Memorial Gammino Pond Conservation Area 

Town Hall Playground Arcade Woods Conservation Area 

Pleasant Street Athletic Field Seakunke Sanctuary

Cole Street Athletic Complex Town Forest

Water Lane Athletic Complex Rocky Meadow

North School Athletic Complex Lagerquist Property

Seekonk High School Benson Property

Various Others (no names) Turner Property

Medeiros Family Farm Young Farm

Peck-Chafee Reserve

Aldo Rotondo Conservation Area

Various Others (no names)

Medeiros Family Farm



S U M M A R Y   O F   P R O P E R T Y   T Y P E S 
P R I VAT E LY  O W N E D  L A N D

The Wheeler School

Ledgemont Country Club

Pawtucket Country Club

Seekonk Tennis and Swim Club

Firefly Golf Course

Waddington Property

Wampanoag Rod & Gun Club

Yaghjian Family Farm

Ferry Farm

Mason Property

Emlen Property

Jencks Property

Kendrick Property

Pray Farm

Webb Property

Cuddingan APR

RI Audubon

Caratunk Wildlife Refuge

Seekonk Land Conservation Trust

Cushing Conservation Area

Edna Martin Wildlife Refuge

Various Others (no names)

N O N P R O F I T  



S I T E   V I S I T S 

I N V E N T O R I E D  P R O P E R T I E S

• A r c a d e  W o o d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a

• B u r r ’ s  P o n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a

• C o l e  S t r e e t  A t h l e t i c  C o m p l e x

• G a m m i n o  P o n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a

• N o r t h  S c h o o l  A t h l e t i c  C o m p l e x

• S e e k o n k  H i g h  S c h o o l - F o o t b a l l  F i e l d

• S e e k o n k  M e a d o w s

• S e e k o n k  Ve t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l

• To w n  H a l l  P l a y g r o u n d

• W a t e r  L a n e  A t h l e t i c  C o m p l e x



S I T E   V I S I T S 

E L E M E N T S  E VA LUAT E D

• G e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s

• R o a d s ,  p a t h s ,  &  p a v i n g s

• A c c e s s i b i l i t y  

• F e n c i n g

• S i t e  a m e n i t i e s

• F i e l d s ,  c o u r t s ,  &  a c t i v e  u s e s

• Tr a i l s  &  p a s s i v e  r e c r e a t i o n

• S i g n a g e / m o n u m e n t s

• W a t e r  a c c e s s

• S t r u c t u r e s / f a c i l i t i e s



M A P P I N G   U P D A T E S 

O P E N  S PA C E  M A P S

• R e g i o n a l  C o n t e x t  M a p

• P o p u l a t i o n  C h a n g e  M a p

• Z o n i n g  M a p

• S o i l s  a n d  G e o l o g i c  
F e a t u r e s  M a p

• U n i q u e  F e a t u r e s  M a p

• W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s  M a p

• O p e n  S p a c e  I n v e n t o r y  
M a p

• A c t i o n  P l a n  M a p



P R E L I M I N A R Y   N E E D S   A N A L Y S I S

N E E D S  A R E  D E R I V E D  F R O M

Community Input       |       Mapping & Information Gathered from the Town       |      Site Inventory Visits

N E E D S  A N A LY S I S  P R I O R I T Y  S U M M A R Y

1 . E n h a n c e m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

2 . G r e a t e r  O p e n  S p a c e  S y s t e m  C o n n e c t i v i t y

3 . C o n t i n u e d  I n v e s t m e n t  i n  A c t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  F a c i l i t i e s

4 . I n t e g r a t e d  P a r k  a n d  O p e n  S p a c e  M a n a g e m e n t

5 . D e s i g n  O p e n  S p a c e  I m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  m e e t  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  a  c h a n g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n



G O A L S   &   O B J E C T I V E S 

GOAL 1  |

GOAL 2  |

GOAL 3  |

GOAL 4  |

I m p r o v e  A c t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  S e e k o n k

I m p r o v e  Pa s s i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  S e e k o n k

E n h a n c e  C o n n e c t i v i t y  b e t w e e n  Va r i o u s  O p e n  S p a c e  
a n d  A c t i v e  R e c r e a t i o n  F a c i l i t i e s

P r e s e r v e  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t



G O A L S   &   O B J E C T I V E S 

GOAL 5  |

GOAL 6  |

GOAL 7  |

GOAL 8  |

GOAL 9  |

P r e s e r v e  S e e k o n k ’ s  R u r a l  C h a r a c t e r

P r o t e c t  W a t e r w a y s  a n d  W e t l a n d  R e s o u r c e  A r e a s  i n  
S e e k o n k

I m p r o v e  C l i m a t e  R e s i l i e n c y  a t  Pa r k s  a n d  O p e n  S p a c e  

I n c r e a s e  P u b l i c  A w a r e n e s s  o f  O p e n  S p a c e  a n d  
R e c r e a t i o n  A m e n i t i e s

E s t a b l i s h  E f f e c t i v e  P o l i c i e s  t h a t  S u p p o r t  O p e n  S p a c e  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  A c t i v i t i e s



A C T I O N   I T E M S 

• A l loca te  fund ing  f o r  r enova t ions  a t  ex i s t i ng  ath le t ic  f ie lds  and  playgrounds  as  we l l  as  the  
pu rchase  o f  new p roper t i es  fo r  act ive  recrea t ion

• Con t inue  to  p r io r i t i ze  funds  fo r  t ra i l  improvements  i nc lud ing  s ignage ,  access ib i l i t y,  and  
connect iv i ty  

• Protect  and  p reserve  Seekonk ’s  wi ld l i fe  hab i ta t  by  iden t i f y i ng  key  pa rce ls  o f  l and  tha t  p rov ide  
impor tan t  connec t ions  fo r  w i ld l i f e  and  rev iew/ rev i se  subd iv i s ion  by laws  and  regu la t ions  to  i nc rease  
p ro tec t ion  o f  t hese  pa rce ls

• Study  on  s i t e  and  upst ream impacts  t o  wa te r  bod ies  ad jacen t  to  open  space  asse ts  and  p romote  
publ ic  awareness  r ega rd ing  water  qua l i ty

• Con t inue  to  work  towards  the  goa ls  es tab l ished in  the  OSRP and  a l l oca te  fund ing  to  accomp l i sh  
them 

 



R E C E N T   A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Fu t u r e  A c t i o n  I t e m s

To w n  H a l l  P l a y g r o u n d A r c a d e  W o o d s  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a

To w n  H a l l  P l a y g r o u n d

G a m m i n o  P o n d  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  O p e n  S p a c e  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  P l a n  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  h a s  i n s t i g a t e d  
m o r e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g s t  t o w n  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  c o m m i t t e e s ,  a n d  t r u s t s .



R E C E N T   A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Fu t u r e  A c t i o n  I t e m s

PROPERTY/PROJECT OWNERSHIP DESCRIPTION

Town Hall Playground (1st

community playground)
Town Owned: Recreation New playground & parking (2019-2020)

Arcade Woods Conservation Area Town Owned: Conservation Trails & picnic improvements (2014-2017)

Gammino Pond Conservation 
Area 

Town Owned: Conservation Staging area & trail improvements (2018-2020)

Lagerquist Property Town Owned: Conservation Acquired 72 acres of land for conservation (2015)

Turner Property Town Owned: Conservation Acquired 36 acres of land for conservation (2016)

Young Farm Town Owned: Conservation Acquired 21 acres of land for conservation (2016)

Pray Farm Privately Owned Town and state acquired APR on 10 acres (2019)

Various Properties Seekonk Land Conservation Trust Protected 2 properties (37 acres) through 
conservation restrictions

Various Properties Seekonk Land Conservation Trust Acquired 3 properties (47 acres) for conservation



N E X T   S T E P S 

Next Public Engagement Meeting | February 21st

Public Survey Link
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5BTBYJW

Survey Closes: February 7th, 2024

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5BTBYJW


P U B L I C   S U R V E Y   R E V I E W 
In which recreation activit ies does your household currently part icipate? 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

74% part ic ipates in  
hik ing/walking t ra i ls

QUESTION #2   



P U B L I C   S U R V E Y   R E V I E W 
How important is i t  to your household to conserve open space for the purpose of 

preserving the values below?

QUESTION #4   

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Wildlife habitat

Water supply, wells, & aquifers

Agricultural purposes

Scenic areas & views

Historic features

Rural character

Somewhat to Not Important Important Extremely to Very Important

70%-80% f ind 
preserving 
environmental  and 
histor ical  values 
extremely important



P U B L I C   S U R V E Y   R E V I E W QUESTION #5   

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

Extremely to Very Important Important Somewhat to Not Important

How important are these recreation activit ies and facil i t ies to your household?

5 0 % -7 5% f e e l  
h i k i ng ,  b i k i n g ,  

a cce s s ib l e  
p l a y g r ou nd s ,  

a n d  s w i mmin g  
a r e  e x t r e m e ly  

i m p o r t a n t

6 0 % +fee l  
s o cce r  f i e l d s ,  

w a t e r  
a c t i v i t i es ,  

co u r t s ,  a n d  
p ho t o g r ap hy  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  

e x t r e m e l y  
i m p o r t a n t



P U B L I C   S U R V E Y   R E V I E W 
Do you agree that these resources are adequately conserved in Seekonk?

QUESTION #7   

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%

Wildlife habitat

Water supply, wells, & aquifers

Agricultural purposes

Scenic areas & views

Historic features

Rural character

Strongly to Somewhat Agree Agree Disagree to Strongly Disagree

20%-36% feel  these 

resources are NOT 

adequately  conserved



P U B L I C   S U R V E Y   R E V I E W 
Do you agree that there are an adequate number of these recreation facil i t ies 

l isted below in Seekonk? 

QUESTION #8   

20%-76% feel  there is  

NOT an adequate 

number of  these 
recreat ion faci l i t ies in  
Seekonk

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%

Hiking/walking trails

Biking trails

Biking paths (paved)

Canoe and/or kayak launch sites

Fishing access points

Community gardens

Dog parks

Neighborhood playgrounds

Soccer fields

Baseball/softball fields

Lacrosse fields

Field hockey fields

Tennis courts

Basketball courts

Volleyball courts

Pickleball courts

Swimming pools, outdoor

Swimming pools, indoor

Frisbee disc golf course

Strongly to Somewhat Agree Agree Disagree to Strongly Disagree



THANK YOU!

THOUGHTS | QUESTIONS | COMMENTS

PLEASE STAY CONNECTED
Project Contacts 

Adel ine Bel lesheim, Conservat ion Agent

Emai l  :  abel lesheim@seekonk-ma.gov

Phone :  508.336.2944

John Aubin,  Town Planner

Emai l  :  jaubin@seekonk-ma.gov

Phone :  508.336.2961
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